

       A VICTIM OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
                                                     By Lucy Kubiszyn


Holly Rogers had been busy that day, Saturday, November 11, 2007. She and her family had traveled to Starkville, Mississippi, to see the Alabama Crimson Tide play Mississippi State in football. Returning home after the game, Holly celebrated Bama's victory with friends, and it was late by the time she dropped her friends off at their home. Holly had no way of knowing the danger that was ahead of her.


Traveling down McFarland Boulevard in Tuscaloosa, Holly suddenly saw a car speeding directly toward her. The car was on the wrong side of the road. Emilio Hernandez, 24, an illegal immigrant from Mexico who was living in Tuscaloosa, hit Holly's car head on, killing her immediately. 


At the time of the accident, Hernandez had a blood alcohol level of 0.250, more than three times the legal limit of 0.08. Before the wreck occurred, at least one other driver had reported Hernandez for running another car off the road while traveling at a speed over 80 miles an hour. 


Recently Hernandez was tried and sentenced by Tuscaloosa County Judge John England to 20 years in prison for the murder. Hernandez will probably serve five years in prison and 15 years on probation. The bottom line is this tragedy should never have happened. 


At 20, Holly was enjoying life and looking forward to the future. This was not the first time Hernandez had been in trouble with the authorities, and he should have been sent back to Mexico after his first encounter. Yet the federal government refuses to enforce our immigration laws.  


This is just one of the numerous sad stories associated with illegal immigration, and one of the reasons why our borders must be protected and our immigration laws enforced. Families like Holly Rogers' should not have to suffer because of politics and the lack of federal enforcement of immigration laws.

In this fight, we are all Arizonans.
