New American Citizen and Tuscaloosan 

Warns Against Nation’s Socialist Trends
By Lucy Kubiszyn

Special to The Gazette

Canadian-born Robin Skagen, a new United States citizen, isn’t shy about  sharing her world  views and is adamant about her feelings for her adopted country.   “I became an American citizen  because after 9-11 I realized how much I loved  America, and I wanted to stand beside the people  of the United States,” Skagen said.


The attractive mother of two sons and the wife of Randy Skagen, president of  Nucor Steel inTuscaloosa, Skagen gained her American citizenship in February 2009.  Originally from Sault St.Marie, Ontario, Skagen’s Canadian home is located next to the Michigan border.


“I went to college in Michigan and have always loved the United States.  There is a different feeling here.  We came to the United States because there is much more opportunity.”


Skagen worries, however, about the trend toward socialism in the United States.  “I feel sometimes like I’m watching a replay of what happened in Canada,” she said.  “The Canadians didn’t realize what was happening at first because it happened to gradually, and a lot of Canadians now feel frustrated.  Socialism encourages mediocrity, discourages ingenuity and suppresses ideas.”


“People in the United States must protect the Constitution, a belief in what the forefathers envisioned for America.  Under socialism the government must get rid of the upper class.  Americans must fight for their Constitution, all of the amendments, but especially the right to freedom of religion.  Freedom of speech and the Second Amendment, the right to bear arms, are also very important.  In Canada, people can own guns only for hunting, and they have to be licensed,” Skagen said.  “Under socialism the government takes over a lot of charities.  When these charities close, people must go to the government for help.”


“I don’t like socialized health care.  It’s not that the hospitals are dirty or that the doctors are not good.  It’s just that anytime the government gets involved, less money is available to accomplish the tasks.  Adequate funding is often destroyed.  For example, there is insufficient funding for equipment in Canada.  The government will have to make cutbacks, and there is not accountability or means of feedback from the government.  People do not know what anything costs.”


So many Canadians have come to the United States for services, and they will tell you how unhappy they are with the Canadian system.  Unfortunately, many of the people still in Canada have a different mentality they have brought into the current system.  They have grown accustomed now to the government taking care of them.  In Canada, if people make an appointment at a clinic and do not have their own doctor, they have no choice and will be assigned a doctor to see.  I was a systems analyst in Canada, and later I was a manager at a large health care facility.  I know of one patient who was re-booked for an appointment nine times over a two-year period before finally seeing a doctor.”


“Many doctors left in the Canadian clinics are paid the same, regardless of whether they see three or fifty patients during the day.  Some doctors have opted out of the system.  The doctors who have stayed and care about their patients often work without getting paid well for their services.”


“Eventually, the government decides to cut costs,” Skagen continues.  “To do so, they often close local hospitals, and patients are sent to clinics away from their hometowns.  My mother-in-law had cancer and was put on a bus for a three-hour ride to a clinic for her chemotherapy treatment.  After the treatment, she had to ride another bus home, again, a three-hour trip.”


“A certain number of medical procedures are scheduled during the year, and that’s exactly how many surgeries a hospital will perform, no more or no less.  Over time the government will take the money.  There is little spent on scientific research.”


Fierce in her beliefs, Skagen recently joined the Republican Women of Tuscaloosa County.  “With the Republican Women, I found an organization with the same conservative ideals that I had.  Sometimes people have to hit the wall before things change, but people must understand how important it is to get out and vote.  America cannot be what is has always been and be socialist.  This country must always be the shining city on the hill, the place where you can become anything you want to be.”

This is a reprint from the Northport Gazette under News and Features, April 1, 2009.
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