HEALTH CARE COSTS GOVERNMENT CAN CUT by Betty Hardin
Congress should not approve health care reform until it first fixes loopholes in federal law that increases costs of health care by billions of dollars every year.

One example is that wealthy foreigners fly into the U.S. to get expensive operations, then fly home without paying a cent. Taxpayers pay to give foreigners free healthcare they can’t get themselves. This loophole in federal law could be fixed by clarifying the intent of the 1985 Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTLA).  
The problem is that EMTLA failed to clarify that free emergency care was for indigent U.S. citizens.  Bureaucrats interpreted the law to mean that any one from any country could enter the U.S. any time and get free emergency care.  Since President Obama has asked private industry to cut $2 trillion from healthcare costs, shouldn’t government do its part as well?  
If Congress can’t fix problems the federal government caused in the first place through ill-written legislation that cost taxpayers billions of dollars a year, how can they be trusted to write new legislation to manage the entire healthcare system? 
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